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Introduction 


With the intensification of Communist guerrilla and terrorist activities, 
internal security is again a primary problem of the government of South Vietnam. 
To date, this resurgence of violence is concentrated chiefly in the southern 
part of the country. It could spread to other areas, however, because much of 
the country offers an excellent environment for guerrilla warfare. 


Terrain 


South Vietnam is comprised of the Mekong Delta, a coastal lowland, and a 
highland region. The roughly triangular and virtually flat delta plain fanning 
owt from the Mekong River measures some 300 miles along the South China Sea 
littoral from Pointe de Ca Mau to Baria. Near Phnom Penh, Cambodia, which is 
170 miles inland, the delta is only about 25 miles wide. At Phnom Penh it is 
only 20 feet above sea level, and the average gradient is about 2 inches per 
mile. Although the relief of the delta would not restrict movement in the area, 
the intricate drainage network of deep, wide streams and canals and the extensive 
swamps and marshes would be a hindrance. More than half of the delta area is 
flooded each summer and autumn. Under these circumstances, slightly higher 
landforms -- including beach ridges and natural levees along the rivers -- stand 
out as dry ground above surrounding inundated areas. Settlements and roads tend 
to be located along these higher and more prominent physical features. 


The coastal lowland, extending northward from the delta plain, varies in 
width from 5 to 30 miles. In places the seaward edge of the lowland is bordered 
by belts of sand dunes several miles wide, with dunes that may be more than 300 
feet high. Spurs and outliers of the highlands, such as the Hon Giu spur that 
forms Cap Varella, encroach upon the lowland and form natural defense lines 
against mass troop movements along the coast. The spurs and outliers, however, 
are also potential avenues of ingress to the interior uplands for small guer- 
rille units that might be landed in the sheltered bays and anchorages along the 
coast. Where the highlands extend to the sea, many such sheltered landing areas 
are found between the promontories and the steep rocky islands offshore. 


Between the coastal lowland and the Mekong Valley lies the highland region. 
It extends from the southern end of the Annam Mountain Chain, just northeast of 
the Mekong Delta, northward into North Vietnam. North of the latitude of Qui 
Nhon the highlands are comprised predominantly of steep mountain ridges with 
intervening deep, narrow valleys. The southern part of the highlands, however, 
is & complex of mountain ranges and scattered plateaus, including the Dalat and 
Kontum (Djarai). The mountains, with some peaks over 8,000 feet, and the deeply 
incised parts of the plateaus make surface transportation difficult. 


Climate 


South Vietnam has a tropical monsoonal climate with distinct wet and dry 
seasons. For much of the country the hot, humid, wet season lasts from June 
to September and the dry season of predominantly clear, relatively cool days 
from October into May. The Annam Mountain Chain, however, forms a significant 
climatic divide. Consequently, the eastern flanks of the highlands and the ad- 
joining coastal lowland have their greatest rainfall during the fall and winter. 


Annual rainfall varies considerably throughout the country. Saigon has 
about 78 inches, but in places where the mountains rise precipitously from the 
coastal lowlands -~ such as Ba Na, a few miles inland from Tourane -- the annual 
precipitation is as mich as 200 inches. (By contrast, the annual precipitation 
at Washington, D.C., 1s 41 inches.) Whereas Saigon receives 75 percent of its 
rainfall during the summer, Ba Na -- on the eastern side of the climatic divide 
-- receives 75 percent of its rainfall during the autum and winter. Therefore, 
north-south movement in the highlands west of the climatic divide might be fea- 
sible at a time when movement east of the divide would be increasingly difficult 
because of the rainy season. 


The heavy rains, the resultant flooding, and the combination of high tem- 
perature and humidity have both physical and psychological effects on person- 
nel involved in operations during the rainy season. Whereas this season is 
generally favorable for guerrilla warfare, the reins materially increase the 
problems of logistical support for conventional military forces. 


Although they vary considerably with elevation, temperatures at any one 
location are relatively uniform throughout the year, ranging from moderate to 
high. The mean annual temperature in Saigon is about 80°F whereas in Dalat, 
at an elevation of about 5,000 feet, it is only 65°F, 
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Vegetation 


Much of the natural vegetation of South Vietnam has characteristics that 
make it an asset in guerrilla operations. The vegetation is often dense or 
almost impenetrable, except along the trails, and generally provides excellent 
concealment. In combination with other factors such as flooding in the delta or 
the ruggedness of the highland terrain, vegetation conditions are superb for the 
hit-and-run tactics of guerrillas. Conversely, such combinations of physical 
factors present serious difficulties for the countermoves of conventional troaps. 


Mangrove and tram swamps, marshes, and rainforest with dense underbrush form 
the dominant natural vegetation complexes of the delta and the land along its 
margins. Many of the highland spurs and some of the old sand dunes of the 
coastal lowland support rainforest; and open forest, comprised chiefly of widely 
spaced deciduous trees, occurs in parts of the dune area and much of the rest of 
the lowland. Numerous small mangrove swamps fringe the coast. 


Rainforest is the dominant type of vegetation in the highlands » but open 
forest consisting of either mixed deciduous trees or pure stands of pine is also 


SECRET 


SECRET 


TuaUne LAGE SS Trograll al 1903/05/07 : CIAERDP84-00825RG00100340004uB: 0: 3,000 +2 5,000 ret 


and are particularly extensive on the Djiring and Dalat Plateaus. The deciduous 
open forests partially cover some of the plateaus and lower slopes on the leeward 
side of the mountains, where rainfall is relatively light. Grasslands occur on 
the plateaus and on some of the hillsides. 


Population and Settlement 


Of the total population of almost 13 million, about 11 million are Vietnamese. 
The remainder includes 3 large minority groups -- 700,000 or more Chinese » 450,000 
Cambodians, and 680,000 tribesmen of 16 major tribal groups -- as well as rela- 
tively small numbers of Chams, Malayans, Indians, Pakistanis, Europeans, and 
Americans. 


The distribution of the major ethnic groups, except the Chinese, is show 
on Map 29013. Of the total Chinese population, about 550,000 are concentrated 
in the twin cities of Saigon and Cho Lon. Most of the Vietnamese population is 
in the lowland region. The tribal peoples such as the Hré and Jarai occupy the 
highlands, where they form 71 percent of the population. The Cambodians live 
in the delta area and, significantly, are thickly settled in all of the provinces 
bordering Cambodia from the coast to about 12° north letitude. 


The government of South Vietnam under President Diem has long anticipated 
Commmist subversive activities in the rural areas. His attempts to prevent 
Commmist penetration of these potential weak spots have included the establish- 
ment of loyal villages (his "Human Wall") through (1) the settlement in these 
rurel areas in 1955 of some of the 800,000 refugees from North Vietnam; (2) the 
resettlement, or land development, program started about 1957; and (3) the pres- 
ent agroville program, which attempts to incorporate small isolated villages 
into larger ones for greater security (see inset on Map 29012). Existing roads, 
canals, and airstrips are being improved and new ones are being constructed to 
support these settlements and to help unify the country. 


Language and Religion 


Vietnamese (Annamese) is the chief language, serving all the Vietnamese as 
a primary tongue. It also serves, as does French, as a lingua franca among 
many of the minority peoples. The Chinese speak various dialects, principally 
Cantonese, and the Cambodians speak Khmer, which is also spoken by some of the 
Vietnamese and some of the Chinese in the same area. The various tribal groups 
use languages from the Mon-Khmer and Malayo-Polynesian linguistic stocks. From 
4 to 10 distinct and often mutually unintelligible dialects may be spoken within 
each tribal group. Because of the complex language situation, multilinguists 
are fairly common. Many of the Vietnamese are currently learning English. 


The religions of South Vietnam are both diverse and eclectic. The dominant 
religion is Buddhism, adhered to by most of the Vietnamese, Chinese, and Cam- 
bodians. The majority of the Buddhists, however, follow the Confucian ethical 
system in their daily lives and are also spirit worshipers. The largest non- 
Buddhist religious group is Roman Catholic, with 1,200,000 members, but other 
groups include about 75,000 Protestants, 50,000 Muslims, and 20,000 Hindus. 
Although several thousand are nominally Christians, the highland tribal people 
are basically animists. Vietnamese religions also include two indigenous 
sects -- the Cao Dai, an extremely eclectic group, and the Hoa Hao, a "reformed" 
sect of Buddhism. 


Econouy 


South Vietnam is predominantly an agricultural country. Rice is the major 
crop, occupying almost 7.5 million acres (including double-cropping noredee) 
Seventy-five percent of the rice comes from the delta area, one of the major 
"rice bowls" of Southeast Asia. Planting takes place between July and September, 
and harvests continue from the latter half of December into February. After the 
harvest, about 98 percent of the delta fields are left fallow until the summer 
monsoon rains begin. In the coastal lowland the time of the rice harvest varies 
considerably. Some fields may have as many as three rice harvests and the har- 
vesting period may extend from April through February. 


In the highland region, many of the tribes practice primitive “rai” agricul- 
ture -- slash-and-burn clearing of wooded areas that are then used for unirri- 
gated cultivation of rice during the rainy season. The rice is harvested some- 
time after the end of the rainy season. The tribesmen supplement their usually 
scanty rice harvest with other crops such as sweet potatoes and maize. Hunting, 
fishing, and gathering of forests products such as cassia (cinnamon) bark sup- 
plement their agricultural pursuits. 


Industrial activity is limited but is expanding steadily. New enterprises 
such as pharmaceutical and plastic industries have been added to such tradi- 
tional ones as rice milling and lumbering. Mining is dominated by the limited 
production of the Nong-Son coal mines. 


Transportation 


Although the government of South Vietnam is actively engaged in road build- 
ing, transportation facilities in much of the country are inadequate, particu- 
larly during the rainy season. Landslides, washouts, and -- in the delta region 
-- general inundation may greatly restrict travel on many of the roads during 
and immediately after the rains. In the more remote areas, goods may be trans- 
ported along the tracks and trails only by animals or coolies. The rail system 
of South Vietnam consists primarily of the single-track meter-gauge line extend- 
ing northward along the coastal lowland from Saigon to Dong Ha, near the demar~ 
cation line. A min branch connects the coastal line with Dalat, in the high- 
land region. (See Map 29012 and Transportation Notes for the location of roads 
and railroads.) 


In the delta area the waterways, both natural and man-made, are of prime 
importance to transportation. The extensive network of rivers and canals is 
used by steamships, junks, and sampans. These important arteries of commerce 
and communications in the Mekong Delta also provide potential channels of 
infiltration by junks that reportedly sail from North Vietnam with Viet Minh 
agents. 


The inadequacy of ground-transportation facilities and, currently, the 
possibility of ambush along some of the roads enhances the desirability of air 
travel in Vietnam. Reportedly, there are some 40 usable airfields with runways 
of 2,500 feet or more. Probably fewer than one-third of them are used by civil 
air services or the South Vietnam Air Force; the remainder generally are small 
fieids owmed by plantation companies. Air travel may be restricted by the 
seasonal monsoons, by heavy smoke from "rai" burnings, or by the haze conditions 
that precede the rainy season. 


Geographic Aspects of Internal Security 


Ever since the 1954 partition of Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(Communist North Vietnam) has made clear its intention of eventually uniting 
under its control the two parts of the country. The present terrorist activi- 
ties in South Vietnam by the Viet Cong, the paramilitary arm of the North 
Vietnam Communist Party, constitute a tactic in its campaign to achieve this 
goal. 


The choice of the Mekong Delta for the major concentration of the current 
Viet Cong activities is influenced by such factors as (1) the location of the 
delta, adjacent to Cambodia, where adjoining border areas offer refuge for Com- 
munist guerrillas; (2) the complex physical environment, which is superbly 
suited to guerrilla warfare; (3) the lack of a good transport network, which 
isolates many of the people from the government at Saigon; and (4) the status 
of the delta as the major rice-surplus area of all Vietnam, having an annual 
surplus of some 300,000 tons. An intimidated or a sympathetic peasantry on the 
delta could provide enough food to sustain large groups of guerrillas, whereas 
the highland tribesmen's primitive agricultural practices seldom produce more 
than is required for subsistence, leaving little or no surplus. 


In furtherance of their campaign in the highlands the Communists will un- 
doubtedly exploit several situations that evolve chiefly from the ethnic com- 
plexity of the country. Traditionally, little contact has been maintained 
between the lowlands and the highlands. The more sophisticated Vietnamese have 
despised the upland tribes and the tribal peoples have distrusted the Vietnamese. 
The present government policy of equating the tribesmen with the Vietnamese and 
gradually assimilating them into the life of the country has been only partially 
successful. Furthermore, the government project of settling hundreds of Viet- 
namese in the highlands, in some cases on land that the tribes claim as their 
own, has exacerbated the resentment of the tribesmen to some extent. 


Another source of possible trouble is the large Chinese population, many of 
whom probably harbor resentment toward the government under Diem because by 
decree he forced them to assume Vietnamese citizenship and because a government 
plan for the dissolution of their Congregations (racial associations) is now 
pending. Lastly, components of both the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao sects, whose feu- 
dal armies were defeated by the Army of South Vietnam during the period 1954-56, 
are infiltrated by the Commmists and currently are involved in their guerrilla 
activities, particularly in the Cambodian border area, where these sects will 
continue to be exploited by the Communists. 
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KEY TO INSET SHOWING NEW SETTLEMENTS QL 22: NINH HOA:-BAR ME THUUT (94 miles) 
Rosd 24-30 feet vide with 6-foot shoulders; cealed-laterite or conpacted-stone surface, 
1. ReRUORE VILLAGES (1955) Trafficable for heavy military vebicles. AW. 1959-60. 
No. Heme No. Name No. Mame TL 1: BAN ME THUCT--BAN DOW (25 miles) 
2 An Don 31 Phu Bai =a HLgp Road 12-15 feet wide. Grushed-rock surface rutted and potholed. Slow, rough driving; 
2 Ta Vang Buu 32 0 Bink Hung Hoa lac [— travel time, 2 hours. Provsbly F¥. 1958. 
Ia Vang Ta Vinh Thuy Bui You iy ' Sagar 
Gis Bich Dong Had ‘Trung vy Tay ne (Route mmber unknown): NBA TRANG--DALA 
Peed ud ‘, 4 Sew road under construction; alignment unkown. Reportedly, 17 milea of 16-foot dirt road 
Ia Vang Thuong Bim ies Fu Mauna j extending from Dalat in April 1959. FW. 
3 La Vang Center 35 la G4 (Bam Tan) Go Vap TI: Ten Thue SOUTH VIETNAM = : 4 5 2 : : : ce a anes és cisasi 
Huong Thuy Center o aw oDEEE TT 7, ee ise : i‘. Ss si SOUTH VIETNAM e : 2 Pe 
2 Be, Bans, ST pes an Ga Dinh NEW SE LEMENTS : ye . ie ki K i : Sean Asphalt-surfaced road 12 feet vide; with 2-foot shoulders along coastal plain stretches. 
aaa Oe Kester eeceracua - 3 af ; " aa : : ADMINISTRATIVE AREAS : { Mountain stretches, 12 fect vide. Nunerous avitebbacks in momtaina, Entire rosd in fairly 
Z i. * Tone tn DL Tan Bind Gents ; : : good conditions, Probebly TA¥. 1956. 
8 Thanh Bink . Shell maken Refugee village : 
Due Tot, 39° Thu Ine Binh An Center » Resettlement village : : A : : —~— internationat boundary ee i LYEN XHANG (JUNOTTON GL 20)--RAN ME THUOT (104 miles! 
etnias ko Long Ki@: ee i 2 : - ° a wee Bi Poe a ; ———— Province boundary OE NS From Iden Khang to Point “co”, 16 fost wide with surface of comacted rock; from Point "C", 
me marae © Agroville r ‘ 4 ‘ i ; ‘ a wamwenme Military region boundar nteop, vinding Jeep track to Potat "D" vhere Jack of uridge over Ba Krong Kno River makes 
9 Quang Nam Center Long Kien IE ig ‘ _ = : ry regi ry : 
‘ i i ‘ transit imosaible. Trail continues from far side of river to Post du ac. From Post du lac 
10 Fledisa Center Tan Phuce 52 Binh Déng IIT oe ° : : +e Vietnam Communist ne fo Bsa Me Frese, ea toa Bo rect . 
a ei eee ) a paige . 2 inerzone Boundary pci lege bas a 
nme’ ¢ F ; : F ‘4 ee 
13° Khanh Hoa ‘De Minh Phuoe THA/JILAND \ ig EL 8: PHAN THIBT--DI-LINE (DJTRING) (52 miles} 
3 Ba a a era’ Lor 5h Hoc Min Center i ‘ ? - - ee INDEX TO FROVINC! : : From Phan Thiet to Binh Thuan Frovince boundary, road very poor, many potholes. Ford 
2 Dalat Cente Long Huong e 55 loc Gia 5 . . al ke: L Quang Tat 20. Long, ‘ ‘ through Song @uano, Point "3", makes travel impossible in rainy season. From province boundary 
27 Dong Ke i 5 Http oa } : ras 2 Thus Thien 21. Bi ee to Di-Linh, mainly earth-bound macadam rosd, 8-10 feet wide, vell maintained. Probably LAW. 
18 Blso Center 42 Rach Dus 57 Cho Lon Center 3 a ‘ 4 ir ee ‘. % : " 197 
2 - Lagne II ‘Thanh pee 5B Phat Hos, pe aes ‘N 73 9g - a fi i 5 2 5 _ PIOTE-DE KINDA: FROM DI-LINA (DJTRING) TO DAK SONG (JUNCTION QL 14) (80 miles) 
jong Chu Bip oe 7 Pletk 1% LongAn 
22 Song lay aaate Bao Trad ® ,Ploikuyf | 53 J i we g ; Phu Y Hr. Kien Tuong \ ‘ Road varies, 9-12 feet wide. Well-greded sandy, clay surface allows safe speeds of 40 mph 
7 Ee : oer 4 n Phony Ss; 
23 Gong Neo 46 Ho Nat Binh Trd Dong 768 : Seg Oa ae > b : : . fies Fheoe 4 between Di-Linh and Kinda ferry and fron Dake Song to Ql lk. Som sections extremely winding 
Ho Nat é ely and steep. 1959. 
24 Long Le Reeducation Center 59 Thu Thus 
POXNT P (OW Ql. 1h)=-GTA NGHIA (15 miles) 
Phan Ri Cus A 60 My Tho Center 
Cae 6S hu ou conver” & Sing he ey ous, siigmant unxaom, Eerd-gaskes, taoe Girt pond to abv provinelal copia of 
Gis Nahia. Very steep approaches to + single-lane bridges. In reiny season, road will 
25 Leng Thanh 4g Thu Dau Mot Center 63 Vinh Long Center ime av Ee poamete. 
26 Me Lan 64 = Tay Ninh Center remely alick and difficult even for Jeeps. FW. . 
27 Tam Hung 30 Gia Ding 65 Phung Hiep pee 
H [--DILINA--DALAT (44 miles) 
2B thong Kan Nan Hos 66 Bac Hat y f F j : / - y 
29° Fou [am Loc Bung 67 Cai gan f ” ‘ q am if. £43 , MILITARY REGIONS rf i 3 
30 Sao Bien Nghia Hoa 68 Phu Quoc Talana ‘ é s F ie i Road 18 feet wide with 2-foot shoulders; agphalt surface. Good comfition, AW. 1956. 
First Military Region 2 i QL 15: BIEN HOA--BARTA--CAP ST. JADGURS (60 mites) 
TT, RRSENPTEMONT vitzAGEs (2957-1959) {2 Second Military Region 
: B WH Thi i i q Width varies, 13-16 feet; asphalt eurface in good condition except at bridge approaches. At 
No. Name No. Fame Yo. Nene ae es “@ f J soy or | % R Vv Third Military Region d leset one damaged, bridge replaced ty pontoon tridge, 250-300 yards long. Probably AW. 1958. 
No. Mame Xo Kame is, Tom 0] ai P ot 5 3 ‘ . i i 7 S Fourth Military Region 
: 8 4 se F 4 13: SAIGON~-JUNCTION QL U4 (47 miles} 
69 tan 93 Ba Tul 115 Bae Wud 0 oy { ' “ima ; V Fifth Military Region } SLi SAIGON: “TUNOETON QL Ue 
3 Hoa My 934 Roun Kron 116 Cong Da . C : ey: j Vi capital Military Region . i First 38 miles, 16-foot-wide bituminous surface, broken in some sections; reminder 1b fect 
FE treog Hone % "Aistatowcative Center 6 hal Bed tee / vide, eurtacet vith biciminove mitertal ealtalning considerable anounte of crushed rock. Com 
1 Nab Due 96 Bown Ti sronh 29 Hing Dien ition varies from poor to good. Probsbly IAW. 1958. 
7k Piet Pion B 97 BounRhack ‘Thon e 
7 Pei Pion A Doe Moi @L Than Tri (LEL13: JUNOTTON QL 13--GOUPHWEST TO CAMBODIA BORDER (53 miles) 
76 = Plei Bang Yan as Som Beneiens 2 fo.Bae Road 12 feet wide, with crushed-rock-and-clay surface in good condition. The Yaico Orien- 
1 Sang tes Tt Yor Bewer 12h PhuocKuyen tal crossed ty hand-povered ferry having room for only one 2-1/2~ton truck. From ferry to 
z Plei The 202 Buon Bo More 23 oe Cambodia border, road in poor condition; deep holea. Probably FW. 1958, 
Plet Del 103 Phuong If 0 Den ; % ie 
St Takes oh 127, GeO Ben TT GU221 GO DAU BA (JUNCTION QL 1)-UAY NINH--KHIM XREK (57 stiles) 
‘ra Phan 105 Bong Neu Dau Ha--Tay Ninh (23 niles) 
83 Takae BourKa 129 Se Rad Road 10-1 feet vide; bituminous surface, good condition. Maximm bridge load posted, 
8) Than 07 Phuce Long 330 Cai Son IT 12 tons. Frobebly IAW. 1959. 
i at ap Se Be : 
‘s ’ Tey Mizh- Kun Keek (34 miles) 
87 Jadrang Go. 2 110 ee Bue 1330 An saan one ease From Tay Ninh, road deteriorates into narrow road with bumpy éurface. Becomes one-vay 
6 atceng ho. 2 ip tel Tin 13h ong De gravel toad after entering jungles foxth of Trai Bl. Protmbly PY. i957. 
50 Jappau 113 Bot Tot 235 Bau Sen Pare ed i Ganrcdies) 
31 Bon Treatu vs Banco 236° Bau Gen IT + SATGON--QUANS ONG (( 2 mile 
$2 Tan Dien 137 Phu Wy ige= ye a Wis was) ae 
}OVILIES (1960) Goo EGETE Fost vides” Crushed-rock-ant-bitumen surface broken snd vough in one 25ea . 
= - section. Probably IAW. 1957. 
Ho emt ata aes Tho--Ay Thuan Fe at Mel River (36 miles) 
7 -rock-and~ away traffic, 
138 Be Chue ako Thanh Thot 243 Vi Thanh-Hoa lau Road 17 feet vide; crushed-rock-and-bitumen surface. Sulteble for continuous 2-vay a 
139 My Puce Tay 21 hant Hoe Vk — Phuoe Long Limited only ty narrow bridges. Probably IAW. 1957. 
on is Ap My Thuan Ferry--Can Tho Ferry on Bassac River (25 miles) 
Road, width, That; surface, same aa above. At ferry crossing, 3 diesel-propelled ferries, 
'TRANEPORTATION ROTES same hevige vapacity of 3 (2-1/2-ton) trucks. Croasing time, 10 minutes, Probably LAW. 
I. ROADS * oe Gan Tho Ferry--Hac Leu (70 miles) 
Width, 12-16 feet; surface, same as above. Good condition. Probably IAM. 1057. 
Designation and Classification 5 ret Se hay 0S iS 
Vietnamese ronda are designated by the terna used by the Government of South Vietnam. These £ Sond 12 feet, wide) Glay-Daund macadaa turtace, Tair to goo condition except 15-ntle 
and the French equivalents are: ony Fae ; 
gL 8; AP MY THUAN FERRY (MEKONG RIVER)--RACH GIA--BA TIEN (134 miles) 


1. QL {Quoc Lo) -- RN (Route Nationale) 
Thuan Ferry--Sadec (10 miles) 

Road 17 feet wide; erushed-rock surface with very thin bituminous topping; traffic limited 

by narrow bridges. Probably F¥. 1957. 


2, LL (Lien Tinh Lo} «- RI (Route Interprovinciale} ‘NE 
3. ‘TL (Tinh Lo) -- RP (Route Provinciale) Thala ® 


. : Barivat ry : : ame ss ge : : : 
a {gnat French terms only Camb ~ ‘ = : Z et Pe ca ‘ " 5 . bg i : : Sadgo--Ap An on Bassac River (24 miles) 
begat ee ine ne aa : Sea ca : wag © ; / : : 7 es A f 2 : 4 ah a, os : ey : Root I5-/e Toct wide) cerface. game as above, At ferry crossing, 4 diesel-propelied 
s ‘ S 4 : ; oe 


ee ferries -- 2 with capacity of 4 (2-1/2-ton) trucks, 2 vith capacity of 2 (2-1/2-ton) 
All data avetlable on the width, kind of surfacing, and condition of surface are included trucka. Crossing time, 15 minutes. 1957. 

for each stretch of road Listed below. Seasonsbility ia indicated as follows: ee eee ie e allech 

1. Alleweather road (AW): With some maintenance, pastable through- Rosd 15 feet wide; aurface, same as above; good condition. Probably FW. 1957. 


‘out year. 
2, Limtted ell-venther road (LAW): Subject to interruption bacause 


of floods or for other causes but, with adequate mintenance, 
capable of being kept open in sdverse weather. 


Rach Gia--fia Tien Ferry (57 miles) 
Width unknowns crushed-rock surface except last 14 miles where crushed rock is mixed vith 


loose sand. Poor condition, FW. 1957. 
ERY 27: TRTERSECTION UTZ 8--TMTERSECTION UPL § (28 mites) 


Fair-vesther road (FH): Almor le in adverse weather; 


LIL 9: AP AN FERRY (BASSAC RIVER)--TRITOH--CHAU DOC (64 miles) 


Because the data incluied in these transportation notes vere taken from many sources, the 


words "gol, fair, and poor” as applied to road conditions are used relatively and cannot be face cules ta ;, 
4 erry, 16 feet wide; good "blacktop" surface. From there on to Chau 
asaigned 5 specific meaning for the entire network. Poste Desheyes | i 2B niles from ferry, 16 Zest wiley 
. 
\ IML, 12: RACH GIA--QUAN LONG (GA MAU) (TY miles) 
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QLi: BEN HAT RIVER (17TH PARALIEL)--SAIGON--CAMBODIAN BORDER (767 miles) Reportedly impassable. 1957. 


‘In general, asphalt-surfaced road that vould deteriorate rapidly under heavy traffic because 
of shallow roadbed and light surfacing. Extremely washbosrded on some ungurfaced stretches. 
Repairs and new construction in progress at various points. Most of road probably LAW suitable 
for continuous heavy traffic if adequately mintained. 


Ben Bai River--Dong Ha (14 milee) 
Firet miles from Ben Hai River, rough snd narrow; beyond that, wider and well-graded, 


gravel surface. last 3 miles into Dong Ha, 18 feet wide; good micadam surface, 1958, 


CANBODTA 


FY_19: SOUTH VIETNAM BORDER--ANDAUNG PICE (80 XHEO)~-STRUNG TRENG (127 miles) 


South Vietnam Border--Andaung Pich (Bo Kheo} (2h mtles) 
Provably trail. Condition unknowa. 


Bo Kheo--81 (203 mites) 
Firat B) miles, generally bad, deteriorating to trail in some placed; large chuckholes and 


deep ruta. At Srepok River (900 feet wide at this point), handpulled ferry, capacity 2 
Jeeps. Travel time, 6 hours in Jeep stationvagon. [ast 23 miles, 8-12 feet wide, reason- 
ebly good, smooth dirt road. FW. 1960. 


R23: ANDAUNG PTCH (BQ KREO}--VOEUWE SAT--SIEM PANG (93 miles) 


Andaimg Pich (Go Kheo)=-Bo Kram (14 miles) 


Repaired in 1957. Reportedly could accommodate lightly loaded 2-1/2-ton trucks. FW. 1957+ 


fAndaumg Pich (Bo Kheo)--Yoeune Sai (4+ miles) 


Probably only FW dirt track in poor condition. Ferry at Voews Sai consists of a dugout 
canoe vith platform of bamboo poles. 1957. 


one Fa Guana Nad (287 miles) 
Road 10-1 feet vides acphalt gurface. Condition fair to good,although surface had deteri- 
crated in some sections. Ferries are bottlenecks. 1958. 


Quang Nepi--Nha Trang (239 miles) 
Condition poor, particularly Quang Nghei--Qui Nhon stretch. Much of asphalt surface is 


‘toroken and full of potholes. Ferries replaced by bridges. 1959. 


Nhs ‘Trang--Bien Hoa (960 miles) 

Width varies, 10-17 feet; surfaced with bituminous mterial. Condition fair to good; rough 

in deteriorated sections, particularly stretches (1) between 122 and 132 miles from Nhs 

‘Trang and (2) tetween 176 end 206 miles from Mba Trang, In rainy season,water flows across 

rod in severel sections. Most of bridges one vay only; ferries are bottlenecks at several : : 

pointe. 1929 : : ee aa x ; ; A i Yooune @51--Stem Pang (35 miles} 

i i : ¥ i a : . 5 Ce : if Probably FW dirt track in somewhat better condition than stretch south of Yoeune Sal. 
ie ‘ : a Ge : fossa Way ; A g Ha : y Several bridges out. Ferry at Siem Pang consists of 2 large dugout cances with good 

ae 4 z pe andy es, ts gis : 4 las 4 i platform. 1957. 

ompong, z : coe ‘ j i eae q a a . 


cee Speu CAMP IB ROLLAND (SOUTH VIETNAM HORDER)--POSTE DESHAYES (62 miles) 


Hien Hoas-Seigon (20 miles) 
Buperbiguvay; firet 4 miles out of Saigon, 4 lanes; beyond that, 2 lanes; each lane 12 feet 
vide. Asphalt surfaced; wide paved shoulders, AW. 1960. 


Beigon--Cambodien Border (47 miles)--{Phnom Pen, 
Trerage width et with minimm of 9 feet on Beveral bridges. Asphalt surface, good 
condition. 1958. 


QL 9: DONG HA--IA08 BORDER (54 miles) 


Width genersliy 13-16 feet with shoulders 2-5 feet, but some places narrow to 10 feet. 
First 12 miles bituminous surface, remainder surfaced with crushed stone or crushed laterite 
except for few short sections of large rock. Condition very gocd to fair. Probably LAW, 
1959. 


ras i i Very poor road. ‘Travel time, 6 hours. PW. 1960. 
22 cathe . 3 re ee j He ek c QAMP IB ROLIAND--POSTE GATILIE--JUNOTION QL 12 (SOUTH VIETRAM) (79 miles) 


e: rice : é i 
&  SVAY AS . : y ~ : ie i A Camp le Rolland --Poete Gatille (4h miles) 
AIRIENG |, . e 3 f . ; f : : i : Rough, rocky road; clay surface. FW. 1956 and 1960. 


aan 


Poste Gatille--Junetion QL 13 (South Vietnam) (35 miles} 
Generally rough, rocky road. Bridges in poor coniition; many are narrov, two-log type- 
Bouthwest of Budop, road about 16 feet wide; probsbly in better condition. FW. 1956 and 


i 


foornne” 


QL ik: QUANG WAM {JUNCTION QL 1)--KONTUM--BAN ME THUOT--JUNOTION QL 13 (531 miles) 


Guang—-Nam--Kontum (166 miies) 

Most of road under construction. From Quang Ham via Ad Nghia to confluence of Con and Cad 
Rivers, single-lane dirt road, generally in good condition but some rough stretches. From 
Sai River to point 20 miles beyond Thanh My G5e6N-t07oh9"s), narrow and winding. Appar- 
eatly tecones trad] only from Thanh My to vicinity of Dsk Sut; "and narrow, dirt, jeep track 
from Dek Sut to Dak To (30 miles). From Dak To to Koutum, 13-foot wide all-weather laterite 
surface road. All bridges one vay. Except Dak To--Kontum streten, probably F¥. 1959. 


Yew dirt road, 8-12 feet vide, fairly good condition. Alignment mknown. FW. 1960. 


HM_1}:_SNOUL--XRATTR--S7RUNG TRENG--IAOS BORDER (168 miles) 


First 5 miles, 12-16 feet wide, crushed-rock base with dirt surface. Condition poor to 
fair. Rest of roed narrows to 10 feet in some stretches; generally bituminous surface. Some 
vecent repaira. Probably LAW. 1959. 


BML 7: SUOUI--MIMOT--CHUP (near KOMPONG CHAM) (62 milea) 


Snoul--Mimot (20 miles) 
Generally rough but passeble. Crushed-rock base with some stretches having bituminous 
surface; in need of scraping and resurfacing. Probably LAW. 1960. 


Width 22 feet; all-weather laterite surface. In rainy season, Dek Bla River at Kontum my 
vise 15-20 feet, flooding bridge. 1960. 


Pleiku--Ban We Thuot (116 miles} 

Sadth varies, 12-15 feet with 6-foct shoulders. Compacted crushed-stone surface, deteric- 
vated dn places. Fair to poor condition. ‘Trafficable for heavy military vehicles. AW but 
some stretches difficult after rain. Travel time, 5 hours for Jeep. 1999. 


‘Mtaot--Chup (near Korpong Gham) (42 mi2ee) 
Repairs completed 1959 make this stretch good, Orushed-rock base, probably bituminous 
surface. Probably IAW. 1960. 


BAL15: GHUP--WEAK TONG (56 miles) 


Most of road, gravel surfaced with intervening sections of dirt road. Isst 2? miles, 
16-20 feet wide, asphalt surfece, generally good condition. Some sections slippery in rainy 
season. Eridgea vould need constant maintenance for sustained use by heavy traffic. Prob- 
ably LAW. 1959. 


Ban Me Thuot--Junction Gl 20 (Worth of Bien Hoa) (219 miles) 
Width yaries, 19-17 feet. Reasonably smooth asphalt surface; sone rough sections. Travel 
tine, 6 hours. “AW. 1959. 


SOUTH VIETNAM 
TRANSPORTATION 


ROUTE 5:40 DUC (SUNGTTON RT_1)--KONTUM (112 miles) 


Mo Due throughout lowland section (25 miles) 
Road 9-10 feet wide; good macadam surface. In rainy season, ford at point "A" is cbatacle 
to all traffic. October 1959. Except for ford, probably AW. 


End of loviend sects Kius (2 
e! section--Vic Kiua (22 miles) BN 2: PHNOM PENH--TAKEOQ=-PRABAT CHRAN CHUM (80 miles) 


oad bas sharp Ta rainy season, extremely poor aurface, muldy and slippery. AIRFIELDS i 
~ . rm 7 — national boundar' 
ae1fanton-truck traffic possible but dangerous in rainy season. Probably FW. 1959. er Intel ¥ Phnom Penh--Takeo (55 milea) 
Vie Klume-Point "BY (19 miles) @ National capital ‘Two-way traffic. Generally good macadam roads some stretches surfaced with crushed rock 
Stace ectaniy supper shen wot. ‘Protshly UW for heneeLtrive vbieley PY for othr © Runway 7000 feet and over P cays Probably Wav 1957. 
vehicles. 1959. i 
Seva \ O© Runway 6000 - 7000 feet _ Railroad Takeoe-Prabat hese Cum (25 nites) 
Point "B"--Kontum (47 miles) : Qne-way traffic only. Crushed-rock surface, some stretches of dirt road. Generally fair 
ood Yoad. ‘Two-way 2-1/2-tan-truck traffic possible. Passablé. even for civilian-type car & Runway 5000 - 6000 feet Road ae except 6-mile stretch uear Fhum Trap Saker where road deteriorates to track. 
n rainy weather. AW. 1959. ‘Travel time from Ma Duc to Kontum,. 10-12 hours. c x e 
, 4000 - 5000 Road under construction 
DAK YO (JUNCTION Qi. 1h)=-DAK MOT=-IAOS BORDER (41 mt1ee) A Runway 5000 feet : RH 33: _PHWOO PEN.-RUS-WDANT--1UK MEAS (73 mties) 
First 10 alles, very wide road, good conition, Probably dirt of gravel surface and prob = Runway 2000 - 4000 feet Track or trail Pinon Pen--Kus (39 ntea) 
ably LAW. After crossing Dak Mot River, road narrows to single-lane dirt trail thet bifurcates or any potentially important Route designation ‘Two-way traffic. Macadam surface in good condition. Probably LAW. 1957. 
near town of Dak Mot. Northern branch extenda to Iaotian terder, east of Ban Pa Kha; lest 8 airfield over 2000 feet without ig! 
miles, only bulldozer trail with steep grades and huge rocks; barely Jeepable. —Counecting i Kus--Tani (13 miles) 
laotien road, under construction from Attopeu to South Vietnam border, temporarily abandoned delineated runways +44 Canal Dixt furface over rock base; in fair condition. fafe daylight speed, 30 mph. Probsbly 
Southern branch extends to Ban Het post at Ban Ek; probably single-lane dirt trail. PW. 1960. P TAW. 1997. 
eo i i i . (i ii 
QL 19: BINA DINE--PLELKU--CAMBODIAN BORDER {138 milea) Alr landing a =, a meleht um sd omens ese (0 erie leted. Dirt surfac: ve be in good condit: 
oF aa for , two-thirds completed. surface over rock bases in good condition. 
Binh Dinh--Pletku (100 miles) Safe daylight epeed for 2-way traffic, 35 mph. Unrepaired road in poor condition; rough 
Winding road with many bridges, mich of it being repaired. Parts of old road uly 10 feet and potholed. Probsbly LAW. 1957. : 
wide surface very rough. New road 30 feet vide In some places; crushed-stone surface; ~ 
very good condition. New sections AW. 1959. 0 25 50 35 100 125 si Gapnae aaa 


Pleiwu--Cambodian Border (38 miles) Situte Mee 
5 


Wormsl vidth 12-15 feet with 9-foot minimum in places. No sharp curves or steep grades. 25 100 125 During the var with the French in the yeare prior to 1954, the Communist Viet Minh used 

Generally good earth-bound macedam surface; some rough spots but no potholes. Paasable various north-south mountain trails to supply their unite in vhat ts now South Vietnam. Col- 

for eivilian-type car with heavy duty tires. All bridges concrete, standard 18-foot Kilometers Lectively, these trails becuse Ion ae the Ho Chi Mink Trati- The mp indicates the generat 

width. Probably LAW. . ce systen from the vicinity of the 17th parallel south to Qui Nhon, a ground 
ly 1959. Gtstence of about 450 miles. Tt is estimated that Viet Muh guerrilla unita, if whinlered, 

HPL 7: STUY HOA--CHEO REQ--JUNCTION QL 14 (125 mites) could probably cover this distance in some 30-044 days. In the sumer of 1956, 2 company-sized 
unit, 100 men, completed the trip on foot tn 59 days, with frequent stops. Prosent condition 

Buy Hoa--Cheo Reo (85 miles) of the Ho Chi Minh Trail ie unknown. 

Jeep trail, barely passable in dry season. FW. 1960. 

Chee Reon-Junetion aU (40 miles) 29012 9-60 XI. RAT LINES 

Ingle-lene, uneurfaced dirt road in good repair. Sometimes closed in rainy season. FW. 
1960. GATGON--DONG HA (near the demarcation line) (879 miles) 


Meter gauge, 13-ton axle load. Restoration of entire length of track completed 1959. 


* Toformation on roads in adjoining areas of laos and North Vietuam is available in CIA/AR 
QH-59-2, 23 Sep 99. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Geography Division, ORR 


Project Initiation Memorandum 


To: Chief, Geographic Research Project No, 61.1860 


From: Chief, Geography Division Date: 12 May 1960 


Ll. Subject of Proposed Project: South Vietnam 


2. Statement of Problem: The security situation in South Vietnam has deteri- 
orated, with an inflix of an estimated 3000 Viet Mirh guerrillas and agents 
into that country. Assassinations of local South Vietnamess officials and 
acts of sabotage carried on by bands of Communist guerrillas mimbering 
100-300 men have resulted in a situation in some areas which has been com- 
pared to the insecurity prevailing in 1954. This geographic intelligence 


. Memorandum will provide an intelligence appreciation of geographic factors 
rele to the present situation. 


: ‘As the situation has similarities to that of Laos in the summer of 
(less, it is proposed to use a format somewhat like that of the GY on Lacs» 


e Requester: Self-initiated. lh, Responsible Analyst: [ 


x 
Kind and Extent of Cooperation Desired: 
ra > a. D/GC to prepare two maps: 1.) One small map to show distribution 
: of ethnic groups and Vietnamese sects. 2.) One large map 
‘ (terrain shaded) to show “agrovilles" and resettlement sites, 
os yr roads, main tracks, 


railways, and seasonally inundated areas. 
b. Other parts of CIA: Information coordination with OCI. 
¢. Outside CIA: Check DEI/AMS for latest information on roads. 
6, Estimated Man Hours in D/GG: 150 
7< Probable Completion Date: July 1960 


8. Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GM 60. ps 


25X1 


25X11 


1G Von. ao 
Nate : 
25X1 [2 Uo 40 
Date 7 43 Wh 4960 
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